2i6         THe Science of Happiness

if the lions give themselves up to polygamy, they
are the only ones to practise it in the family of the
carnivora.

Birds, ordinarily monogamous, become poly-
gamous only when domesticated. This is also the
case with ducks or wild geese, that afterward
live in captivity. It is the rearing and domesti-
cation of animals practised by man that turn
them aside from their family virtues.

Lastly, what is to be said of the intelligence of
animals! How charming is that .quip of La
Mettrie, asserting that "if the brutes could talk,
they would prove that there is no bigger fool
than the human being. May they have the
inclination to keep silent!" But they do not
speak. Yet who knows what the future has in
store for us?

The animals, according to Haeckel, are in the
position of deaf-mutes who are unable to articulate
their cries on account of an imperfection of their
vocal cords.

But since we know how to make these deaf-
mutes speak, perhaps we shall succeed in edu-
cating also the animals. Then what a revolution
there will be in the relations between organised
beings!

The miracles wrought by the sciences render